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Abstract

Scholars of Qur'anic exegesis hold differing opinions in interpreting certain verses
due to their varying tools and methodologies. This necessitates careful examination to
determine the most correct and acceptable view. Consequently, specialists have
dedicated themselves to studying the principles of preferential justification (Tarjeeh)
and deriving them from books of exegesis. It appears that a key principle of exegesis
and preference is the interpretation's conformity with the intended purpose and wisdom

of the Lawgiver.

Due to the comprehensive knowledge of both Ibn Ashur and Rashid Rida in both
transmitted tradition-based exegesis (al-Tafsir bi al-Ma'thur) and opinion-based
exegesis (al-Tafsir bi al-Ra'y), the door was opened for them to explore the purposive
approach (al-Nadhar al-Magasidi) to the texts and to employ it as a tool for preferential

justification.

Given the precision of the science of Maqasid (higher objectives/purposes),
preferential justification based on purpose must be grounded in the fundamental
principle of conformity with the transmitted traditions from the Qur'an and Sunnah. It
must also adhere to necessary components and be accompanied by a comprehensive
understanding of the Islamic sciences in general. Neglecting this methodology leads to
a deviation from correctly perceiving the intended purpose, as demonstrated through the

methodologies of Ibn Ashur and Rashid Rida in preferential justification.

The study also clarifies the role of understanding the purpose in guiding the reported
narrations from the Companions, their Successors, and the leading scholars of the
Muslim community. Furthermore, it shows its role in linguistic guidance when there is
a conflict between the opinions of exegetes. In general, the purposive approach is a
companion to the tools of opinion-based exegesis, and sometimes the purposive
consideration independently determines the preference when other avenues for

justification are absent.
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